
Offered by City Councilor Ricardo Arroyo, Bok, Breadon, Fernandes Anderson, 

Flaherty and Louijeune

CITY OF BOSTON 

IN CITY COUNCIL 

IN THE YEAR TWO THOUSAND TWENTY THREE 

HOME RULE PETITION 

WHEREAS, The Boston School Committee is the governing body of the Boston Public Schools 

(BPS) and is responsible for defining the vision, mission, and goals of 

BPS; the annual operating budget; hiring, managing and evaluating the 

Superintendent; and setting and reviewing district policies and practices; and 

WHEREAS, The Boston Student Advisory Council (BSAC) is a citywide body of student 
leaders representing their respective high schools, a member ofBSAC 
serves as a non-voting student representative on the Boston School 

Committee; and 

WHEREAS, The Boston Student Advisory Council, representing high school students 
across the district, has pushed for many years for the student representative to 
be able to vote; and 

WHEREAS, The student point of view as represented by a student member of the 
school committee has valuably informed school committee discussions, 
representing the student point of view, but has not had the power to vote on 

decisions that will directly impact the 55,000 students of BPS; and 

WHEREAS, Legislation filed in 1971 by Governor Francis W. Sargent created the position 
of the only voting student member who serves on the Massachusetts Board of 

Elementary and Secondary Education (BESE); and 

WHEREAS, Currently in Commonwealth of Massachusetts, no student member on a 
District school board can vote on issues before them; and 

WHEREAS, Students bring real-time knowledge of school issues,help connect the 
board to everyday activities, conditions and problems within their respective 

schools but are hindered but their inability to vote; and 

WHEREAS, A single adolescent voice could be isolating to the student member 

and could be drowned by adult members and could easily under-represent the 
interests of the student body as a whole; and 

WHEREAS, Establishing the power of a student vote on the Boston School Committee allows 
students of diverse backgrounds to fully partake in the decision making process 
around educational policies that directly affect them, bolstering the youth voice 

and holding those in power accountable; NOW THEREFORE BE IT






