
October 17, 2022

Julia Mejia
Boston City Councilor, At-Large
Boston City Hall, 5th Floor
One City Hall Plaza
Boston, MA 02201

Re: Docket 1193 - 17F Request Related to Financial Assistance for Homebuyers

Dear Councilor Mejia:

We have received your demand for records under the Massachusetts Public
Records Law, filed with the City Council pursuant to Section 17F of Chapter 452 of
the Acts of 1948. Specifically, you seek

1. The list of all applicants, awardees, and amount of the disbursements for the
City of Boston's Financial Assistance For Homebuyers

a. Without name or any other personal identifying information, a total
number of applicants and awardees:

i. home address and zip code.
(street is not enough, we request the number as well)

ii. race and ethnicity
iii. business address and zip code
iv. primary spoken language at home
v. gender identity
vi. Type of Business
vii. Type of Grant received: relief or growth
viii. Amount distributed and date distributed
ix. Use of funds
x. Reason for approval / decline
xi. any additional information requested via the application process

that is not personally identifying.
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Section 17F of Chapter 452 of the Acts of 1948 is found in Chapter 190 of the Acts of
1982. Section 17F was introduced in Chapter 376 of the Acts of 1951 as an
amendment to Chapter 452 of the Acts of 1948 and stated:

The city council at any time may request from the mayor specific information on any municipal
matter within its jurisdiction, and may request his presence to answer written questions relating
thereto at a meeting to be held not earlier than one week from the date of the receipt of said
questions, in which case the mayor shall personally, or through a head of a department or a
member of a board, attend such meeting and publicly answer all such questions. The person so
attending shall not be obliged to answer questions relating to any other matter. The mayor at any
time may attend and address the city council in person or through the head of a department, or a
member of a board, upon such subject as he may desire.

Section 17F was amended by Section 16 of Chapter 190 of the Acts of 1982. This
section adds to Section 17F of the Acts of 1951 as follows:

SECTION 16. Section 17F of chapter 452 of the acts of 1948, inserted by chapter 376 of the acts of
1951, is hereby amended by inserting after the second sentence the following sentence:- Specific
information, as used in this section, shall include any and all records, other than those exempt
from disclosure under clause Twenty-six of section seventy-seven [sic] of chapter four of the
General Laws, within the control of any executive department or agency of the city, including the
Boston water and sewer commission and the Boston Redevelopment Authority, whether the
information is in printed or electronic form. For the purposes of enforcing this section, the city
council shall have standing to request a justice of the superior court department of the trial court
of the commonwealth to issue appropriate orders to compel compliance with this section.

As indicated in Section 16, “clause Twenty-six of section seventy-seven [sic] of
chapter four of the General Laws.” This part of the General Laws is also known as
the Massachusetts public records law. G. L. c. 4, § 7 (26). It is presumed this
reference is to section seven as there is no “section seventy-seven” of chapter four,
nor has there ever been such a section. https://malegislature.gov/Laws
/GeneralLaws/PartI/TitleI/Chapter4. Massachusetts courts have consistently held
that: “[w]here, as here, a statute contains an obvious clerical error, a court may
depart from the statute's literal meaning in order to effectuate legislative intent.”
Com. v. Maloney, 447 Mass. 577 (2006) citing Cohen v. Commissioner of Div. of Med.
Assistance, 423 Mass. 399, 409 (1996). Further, “[i]n criminal cases no less than in
civil, ‘where the draftsmanship of a statute is faulty or lacks precision, it is [the
court’s] duty to give the statute a reasonable construction.’” Com. v. Maloney, 447
Mass. 577 (2006) citing Com. v. Pagan, 445 Mass. 315, 319 (2005) quoting Capone v.
Zoning Bd. of Appeals of Fitchburg, 389 Mass. 617 (1983).

As indicated in the Acts of 1982, any record provided under Section 17F is subject to
the exemptions provided by the Massachusetts public records law. Thus,
departments may withhold portions of responsive records so long as a specific
exemption to the law is cited.
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Attached is a spreadsheet that is responsive to the 17F Docket 1193 for data on
Financial Assistance for Homebuyers

Please note the following regarding this record

● There is one spreadsheet, with three tabs.

● Tab 1 includes all Boston Home Center homebuyer assistance programs,
since their initiation in the late 1990s. Data is pulled from Salesforce, and in
earlier records, no program may be identified, though it can be safely
assumed that these are FAP (Financial Assistance Program) recipients.

● In addition, in earlier records, the origin address may be the same as the
address for the property purchased.

● Tab 2 includes all recipients of the Allston Brighton Homebuyer Fund. These
clients will also appear in Tab 1

● Tab 3 includes recipients of the First Generation funds, which is run by
MAHA, and this data was shared with us, but is not City of Boston data

● All street numbers have been removed to provide additional confidentiality
to clients.  This identifying information is removed in order to address
applicant confidentiality.  Such applicants have an expectation of privacy
with respect to identifying information associated with recipients of a
governmental benefit.  The public interest does not outweigh the privacy
interest, and the information is not readily available from another
government agency.  G. L. c. 4., § 7 (26) (c).

Thank you, Councilor Mejia, for providing this department of the Mayor’s Office the
opportunity to describe its work. We encourage you to contact us at any time if you
have additional questions about this matter or any matter associated with this
office.
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