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Dear Councilors: 

Docket #1300, Ordinance Amending City of Boston Code, Ordinances, Chapter XII, Section 
12-20, Latino and Caribbean Affairs for Public Health and Welfare, was referred to the
Committee on August 9, 2023, and sponsored by Councilors Julia Mejia, Brian Worrell, and
Ricardo Arroyo. The Committee held a hearing on August 31, 2023 and a working session on
October 2, 2023.

Summary of Legislation As Filed: 

Docket #1300 would amend the City of Boston Code of Ordinances by creating a dedicated 
office equipped to attend to the growing needs of the Latino and Caribbean population of Boston. 
This office seeks to ensure that services and policies address the needs and concerns of the 
Latino and Caribbean communities through community engagement efforts, services, and 
policies, as well as a way to monitor the progress and provide oversight and accountability on the 
impact of the City's policies, programs, procedures and protocols. 

This ordinance would call for a Director of Latino and Caribbean Affairs to be appointed by the 
Mayor. The Director's main responsibilities would include advising and assisting in developing 
policies designed to assist Latino and Caribbean residents while enhancing the accessibility of 
City programs, services and benefits, in addition to conducting research and soliciting 
community and stakeholder input. 

Information Gathered at the August 31, 2023 Hearing: 

The Committee heard testimony from a panel of community members and Chief Mariangely 
Solis Cervera, from the Mayor's Office of Equity and Inclusion. The community panel consisted 
of the following individuals: Dr. Loma Rivera, Professor & Director, Gaston Institute for Latino 
Community Development, UMass Boston; Dr. Neenah Estrella-Luna, Owner StarLuna 
Consulting; Andrew Sharpe, Chai1man; Authentic Caribbean Foundation; and Danielle Johnson, 
Founder and CEO, Spark FM Online. Councilors provided opening remarks supporting the 
members of this community and the proposal. The Committee discussed the population of 
Latino and Caribbean residents in the City and recognized that this community should be 
reflective in the City's programs and policies. 

The community panel stated that the experience of the Latino and Caribbean community should 
be centered on equity. The community panel supported having a separate office so as not to 










