CITY OF BOSTON
IN CITY COUNCIL

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CITY OF BOSTON
CODE, ORDINANCES, SECTION 16-1.9G, TO
PROHIBIT THE SALE OF GUINEA PIGS IN PET SHOPS

“:;‘, (! BOSTONiA

Be it ordained by the City Council of Boston as follows:

SECTION 1.

The City of Boston Code, Ordinances, Section 16-1.9G.1 is hereby amended by striking the
definitions for “Animal Shelter,” “Animal Rescue Organization,” “Breeder,” and “Broker,” and
inserting in place thereof the following four definitions: —

Animal shelter means an animal control facility operated by a governmental entity for the
purpose of impounding seized, stray, homeless, abandoned, unwanted, or surrendered animals, or
a facility operated by an individual or organization for the same purposes under a written
contract with a governmental entity, and, if required, is registered with the Massachusetts
Department of Agricultural Resources and which does not obtain animals from a breeder or
broker for payment or compensation.

Animal rescue organization means a not-for-profit organization that is registered with the
Massachusetts Department of Agricultural Resources, if required, whose mission and practice is,
in whole or in significant part, the rescue and placement of dogs, cats, guinea pigs, or rabbits into
permanent homes, and which does not obtain animals from a breeder or broker for payment or
compensation.

Breeder means a person who maintains dogs, cats, guinea pigs, or rabbits for the purposes of
breeding and selling their offspring.

Broker means a person who transfers dogs, cats, guinea pigs, or rabbits at wholesale for resale by
another.

SECTION 2.
The City of Boston Code, Ordinances, Section 16-1.9G is hereby amended by striking subsection
16-1.9G.2 and inserting in place thereof the following:—

16-1.9G.2 Sale of Dogs, Cats, Guinea Pigs, or Rabbits by Pet Shops Prohibited.

a. No pet shop shall display, sell, deliver, offer for sale, barter, auction, give away, broker or
otherwise transfer or dispose of a dog, cat, guinea pig, or rabbit, except that pet shop may
provide space for the display of dogs, cats, guinea pigs, or rabbits available for adoption
by a public animal control agency or shelter or an animal rescue organization so long as
the pet shop receives no part of any fees associated with the display or adoption of the
animals and has no ownership interest in any of the animals displayed or made available
for adoption.



b. Subsection a. shall not apply to a pet shop that offers for sale guinea pigs as of the
effective date of this ordinance until ninety (90) days thereafter unless such a pet shop:

1. Expands the species of animals offered for sale, beyond those offered for sale on
the effective date of this ordinance, to include guinea pigs; or

2. Changes in ownership, location, or the reguired business licenses are transferred.

3. A pet shop that violates the provisions outlined in subsections 16-1.9G.2(b)(1) or
b.2. is thereafter immediately subject to the sales restriction in subsection a.

c. Each pet shop shall maintain records sufficient to document the source of each dog, cat,
guinea pig, or rabbit the pet shop acquires for at least one year following the date of
acquisition. Such records shall be made available, immediately upon request, to any
officer of the Parks and Recreation Department, its Animal Care and Control Unit, and/or
the Boston Police Department.

d. No person shall sell, exchange, trade, barter, lease, or display for a commercial purpose
any dog, cat, guinea pig, or rabbit on or in any street, public grounds, commercial parking
lot, flea market, or other market, except for a dog, cat, guinea pig, or rabbit displayed:

+ 1. By ashelter or animal rescue organization; or

i
2. As part of a 4-H program or similar exhibition or educational program.

SECTION 3.
The City of Boston Code, Ordinances, Section 16-1.9G.3 is hereby amended by striking the

words “a dog, cat or rabbit” and inserting in place thereof: — “a dog, cat, guinea pig, or rabbit”

SECTION 4

The provisions of this ordinance are severable and if any provision, or portion thereof, should be
held to be unconstitutional or otherwise invalid by any court of competent jurisdiction, such
unconstitutionality or invalidity shall not affect the remaining provisions, which remain in full
force and effect.

SECTION 5.
The provisions of this ordinance shall be effective immediately upon passage.



