
CITY OF BOSTON 

IN CITY COUNCIL 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CITY OF BOSTON 

CODE, ORDINANCES, SECTION 16-l.9G, TO 

PROHIBIT THE SALE OF GUINEA PIGS IN PET SHOPS 

Be it ordained by the City Council of Boston as follows: 

SECTION 1. 
The City of Boston Code, Ordinances, Section 16-1.9G.1 is hereby amended by striking the 
definitions for "Animal Shelter," "Animal Rescue Organization," "Breeder," and "Broker," and 
inserting in place thereof the following four definitions: -

Animal shelter means an animal control facility operated by a governmental entity for the 
purpose of impounding seized, stray, homeless, abandoned, unwanted, or surrendered animals, or 
a facility operated by an individual or organization for the same purposes under a written 
contract with a governmental entity, and, if required, is registered with the Massachusetts 
Department of Agricultural Resources and which does not obtain animals from a breeder or 
broker for payment or compensation. 

Animal rescue organization means a not-for-profit organization that is registered with the 
Massachusetts Department of Agricultural Resources, if required, whose mission and practice is, 
in whole or in significant part, the rescue and placement of dogs, cats, guinea pigs, or rabbits into 
permanent homes, and which does not obtain animals from a breeder or broker for payment or 
compensation. 

Breeder means a person who maintains dogs, cats, guinea pigs, or rabbits for the purposes of 
breeding and selling their offspring. 

Broker means a person who transfers dogs, cats, guinea pigs, or rabbits at wholesale for resale by 
another. 

SECTION 2. 
The City of Boston Code, Ordinances, Section 16-l.9G is hereby amended by striking subsection 
16-1. 9G .2 and inserting in place thereof the following:-

16-1. 9G.2 Sale of Dogs, Cats, Guinea Pigs, or Rabbits by Pet Shops Prohibited.

a. No pet shop shall display, sell, deliver, offer for sale, barter, auction, give away, broker or
otherwise transfer or dispose of a dog, cat, guine� pig, or rabbit, except that pet shop may
provide space for the display of dogs, cats, guinea pigs, or rabbits available for adoption
by a public animal control agency or shelter or an animal rescue organization so long as
the pet shop receives no part of any fees associated with the display or adoption of the
animals and has no ownership interest in any of the animals displayed or made available
for adoption.




