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Committee on Ea^ronmental Justice, Resiliency and Parks
Kendra Lara, Chair

One City Ha]i Square 0 5t*'Eloor 0 Boston, J^L^ 02201 0 Phone: (fil7) <S35-3NO ̂  Fax:(617)635-4203

REPORT OF COMMFTTEE CHAIR
September 21, 2022

Dear Councillors,,

Docket ff0934, message and order aztfkoridng an appropria^on order m fke smounto/Six
Hundred Eigk^'-Sbc Thousand Eight Hundred DoUnrs ($ 86, 800. 90) for &e Cemetery
Dtviswn of the Parks and Recreation Depar^nent and the Trifst Office of the Treaswy
Department to be funded ffom the Cemefeiy Trust Fumi established under Chapter 13 of the
Acts of 1961: ̂ s3& spoiisored by the Admuustration andl refecred to the Cooumttec on August 10,
2022. The committee held a hearing on September 9, 2022.

Sum.ma -ofLe ' lation:

This Docket appropriates $686, 800 out of the fend established -under Chapter 13 offhe Acts of
1961, knovi?ii as, die Cemeter^r Trust Fund for Ae Cemetery Dh-ision of the Paries and Recreation
Department The appropriation will go ton?ards renovation project-s at two of the fhree cemeteries
in the city 'R'ith remammg burial space- Of the smn, $28,800 will go towards expandmg andi
amprovmg (he uifrastructure for the vete-Tan said mdigeat sections of the Fairview Cemete^;
S25S,000' \vili go towards reliabilitatmg the Mouut Hope Cemetery'' facilities; aaid finaUy,
$400, 000 nail gp towards rehabilitatmg Ae eatrance and grounds of the IMount Hope/Cemetery-

Information Gathered at the Hearin :

The follovi-ing iudividuals participated at the heaiiag on behalf of the admimstration: Thonias
Sullivan, Director of Cemeteries; Cemetery Division; and Margaret Ds'-son, Tiust Manager,
Treasunrr Department.. During diis hearmg, the Administratioa respectiutly requested the Cits.'
Council release funds from. the CenieteQ' Trust to support die maiatenance, repair;, miproveuient,
and embellishment of the tluree cetn.eteries m Boston with open space for burials. Cemeteni'-
Trusts were established in 1961 and mandated that any cities and tomis adopting the legislation
mamtam an mdepeadent account mid Trust separate fi-om the department. Traditioiiatl^'; tius type
of appropriation has been done annually; hon-ever, die last appropriation to tlie Cemetery
Division from the Trust \vss m October 2019 for $175, 000.

Iti brealdng dowia the dollar amounts designated for the projects at bofh cemeteries, the panel
elaborated upon the speciEc work tieeded at each site. For example, to expand the veteraii and
indigent burial area at the Fain'-iew Cetnetepi', the S2 8,800 \viil go towaidis laym.g new concrete
fouttidatioiis. To rehabilitate, die Mount Hope Cemete^ $258,000 will go toTA'ards the design;
coustruction, and capital costs necessary to repair the disarray tlie facility is ia due to failure to



maintain the exterior, nliich has led to storm damage and rodenti'mccooii mfestatioa. Finally, to
rehabilitate the face of the Mount Hope CemeterSt^ the $400,000 ndll go towards repairiiig the
entrance feacing and sun-ounding landscape. The Admmistratioa explained that completiiig fhis
work is necessary to serve and support the commumty-at-large, tfae bereaved, and the staff on
site. The timing for ulterior repair at M'ount Hope Cemetery is sensitive as fhe fall coiistmction
season approaches and as it concerns fhe health £Hid safety ofcemeter>^ employees-

The mamtenance and repair projects discussed during fhe hearuig wiU be contract'ed out with the
Parks Department advertismg for lasdscape work and fhe Public Facilities Departmeat
adii^ertising for facility cotistTuctio'n work. The Administration confirmed that fhe departments
responsible for choosing the contractors to do tfais work are aware of aad m line vidfh the City's
procureme&t goals to contract with w^omen and mmority-omied businesses. The Chair requested
more nifomiatioa oil what the RFP process will look like vchea hirmg contractors to complete the
projects for which fimds are being appropriated. The admuustratioti's response is as follows:
The Parks and Recreation Depaftmeutwill conduct &e standard outreach plan for construction
related bids- The Contract Unit will first consult fhe certified busmess directory to searcli for
M%?BE companies to contact. They disn.  11 out the Equitable Procurement Compliance &
Assistance form and send the scope of-K'orktothe Office of Economic Development ;and
Inclusion for assistance witfa finding qualiified bidders m related mdustries."

Reconimended Action:

The Chair oflhe Committee os. Etivu-onmeiitol Justice, Resiliaicy and Parks, to nliich the
foUoiivuig was referred:

Docket ff 0934, message and order au^onzotg an e^propnadon order in the amount o/Sis
Hundred Eighty-Sbc Thousand E^ht Hundred Dollars ($6S6, SOO. OO) for ̂ e Cemetery
Division of &e Parks and Recreation Depariment and fke Trust Office of the Treasury
Department to be funded foom the Cemetery Trust Fund estabUshed under Chester 13 of the
Acfsofl961;

submits a report recommeading that this docket ou M to ass.
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Kendra Lara, Om'
Committee on EnTnToamental Justice; Resilience' aiid Parks.


