
OFFERED BY COUNCILOR ERIN J. MURPHY

CITY OF BOSTON
IN CITY COUNCIL

ORDER FOR A HEARING TO ADDRESS THE
CONSTITUTIONAL AND OPEN MEETING LAW

VIOLATIONS OF THE REDISTRICTING COMMITTEE

WHEREAS, On Wednesday, March 29, 2023, 5,816 pages of redistricting correspondence
between all thirteen Councilors and Wayne Yeh, Policy Director for Councilor Liz
Breadon, were obtained by Attorney John Lyons per his FOIA request; and

WHEREAS, I am requesting that all Council members receive a copy of the documents
obtained through this Freedom of Information Act (FOIA); and

WHEREAS, On September 26, 2022 the President of the NAACP invited eight City
Councilors, including the Chair and Vice Chair of the Redistricting Committee, to
a community meeting at Lena Park Development Corporation to discuss and share
proposed redistricting maps. The attached excerpts from the email chain confirms
that councilors attended, and shared out redistricting documents, with the
community before the Chair properly presented these documents to the
Redistricting Committee. Not all councilors were invited or aware of this
meeting; and

 In order to prepare, and be informed, we've scheduled and we're inviting you to a meeting
on tomorrow, Tuesday, September 27, 6:00 PM-8:00 PM at Lena Park Community
Development Corp.

President Sullivan has invited the 6 City Councilors who represent Roxbury, Dorchester,
Mattapan, Hyde Park as well as the Redistricting Committee Co-Chairs. They will be
given a slotted time to present on both the guiding principles and their thoughts on what
the map should look like. You should know that there are at least 3 maps circulating now.
We'll hear the thinking from the sponsoring Councilors and get to ask questions. We're
anticipating a total of about forty attendees.

Here is a link to the map that was shown last night by Councilors Liz Breadon & Broan
Worrell. I found this link within the "toolkit" they sent out.

WHEREAS, On Friday, October 7, 2022, Wayne Yeh sent an email stating that Councilor
Breadon had asked him to reach out to run some analysis of maps that have been
submitted. Wayne writes in this email that… “Our top objective was to create a
4th minority opportunity district in District 3 of at least 60% minority by voting



age population.” He goes on to write that… “We decided to go BOLD and are
receiving fierce opposition as expected; and

WHEREAS, The Council was advised by several redistricting experts that we should not be
chasing race percentages or we would be getting ourselves into legal trouble.
District 3 is already an Opportunity District with a minority majority population
but several councilors, and their staff, have made it their top objective to ignore
legal advice and push to draw district lines based on race ; and

WHEREAS, There is a constitutional offense in drawing district lines based on race and the
racial line-drawing itself causes the constitutional harm because it “stigmatizes
persons by reason of their membership in a racial group and incites racial
hostility.” Shaw vs Reno, 509 U.S. 630 (1993); and

WHEREAS, Redistricting has to be race conscious to ensure that district maps do not unfairly
dilute minority voting strength in violation of the VRA, but can never be about
racial balancing. Swapping precincts in and out of Districts to make them whiter
or blacker is unconstitutional; and

WHEREAS, Sunday, October 9, 2022, Dianne Wilkerson sends an email to seven City
Councilors, and others, with the subject line: CITY OF BOSTON
REDISTRICTING/IMPORTANT MEETING OCTOBER 10, 2022.
In this email she states that the redistricting process is finally underway and
needs to “SOUND THE ALARM”. She also writes: “I AM HAPPY TO
REPORT THAT WE ALREADY HAVE THE MAJOR SUPPORT OF THE CITY
COUNCIL MEMBERS”and;

WHEREAS, On Wednesday, October 19th Dianne sent a reply email to Wayne Yeh after he
shared council meeting documents with her. She replies that she is concerned that
the map is still being worked on and that “CUTTING TO 3 IS IMPORTANT.”;
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT

ORDERED: That the appropriate committee of the Boston City Council hold a hearing to
discuss these concerns and ensure that we, the Boston City Council Committee of
Redistricting, followed the proper procedures to redraw the redistricting maps.

Filed on: April 5, 2023














