OFFERED BY COUNCILORS BRIAN WORRELL, BEN WEBER, JULIA MEJIA,
BREADON, COLETTA ZAPATA, DURKAN, FITZGERALD, FLYNN, MURPHY,
PEPEN, SANTANA AND LOUIJEUNE

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

CITY OF BOSTON

IN THE YEAR TWO THOUSAND TWENTY FIVE

RESOLUTION RECOGNIZING MAY AS SMALL
BUSINESS MONTH IN THE CITY OF BOSTON

May is recognized nationally as Small Business Month, celebrating the invaluable
contributions of small businesses to our economy, workforce, and communities;
and

According to the U.S. Small Business Administration, small businesses make up
99.9% of all U.S. businesses and employ nearly half of all private sector workers;
and

In Boston, small businesses account for over 44,000 establishments, providing
critical goods, services, and jobs while anchoring neighborhood vibrancy and
cultural identity, especially along corridors such as Blue Hill Avenue, Washington
Street, and Fields Corner; and

One in every five jobs in Boston is provided by a small business, reinforcing their
pivotal role in the city's economic vitality and workforce development; and

The 2022 City of Boston Disparity Study revealed that Minority- and
Women-Owned Business Enterprises (MWBEs) face systemic barriers in
accessing city contracts and capital, prompting citywide legislative and
administrative reforms; and

Following the Disparity Study, the Boston City Council voted to expand
procurement goals and pass policies that enhance equitable access to city
contracting, improve accountability, and build pathways for local and MWBE
vendor participation; and

The City of Boston has made meaningful investments in small business support
through the Office of Economic Opportunity and Inclusion, the Small Business
Development Unit, and the Resilient Recovery Fund, offering grants, technical
assistance, and streamlined services; and

The city now offers resources such as the Small Business Resource Toolkit,
multilingual licensing support, the Biz-M-Power grant match program,
neighborhood pop-up markets, and dedicated support for legacy businesses and
first-time entrepreneurs; and



WHEREAS,

Despite progress, barriers remain, as identified in the "Barriers to Business" report
by the Institute for Justice, which highlighted Boston's licensing complexity and
cost burden, particularly for low-income and MWBE entrepreneurs; and

WHEREAS, Celebrating and supporting small businesses not only fosters local wealth-building,

RESOLVED:

but also ensures that Boston's economic recovery 1is inclusive and
community-centered; NOW, THEREFORE BE IT

That the Boston City Council recognizes the month of May as Small Business
Month in the City of Boston, honors the indispensable role of small businesses in
our local economy and cultural fabric, and recommits to advancing equity, access,
and opportunity for all small business owners.
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