OFFERED BY COUNCILORS SHARON DURKAN, BRIAN WORRELL, BREADON,
COLETTA ZAPATA, CULPEPPER, FITZGERALD, FLYNN, MEJIA, MURPHY, PEPEN,
SANTANA, AND WEBER

CITY OF BOSTON
IN CITY COUNCIL

RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF QUESTION 6 TO
CREATE A NATURAL RESOURCE CONSERVATION
FUND
WHEREAS, Conservation, climate resiliency, and expanding public access to parks, greenspace, trails,

and outdoor recreation are fundamental to residents’ well-being, support public health,
and contribute to the long-term sustainability and livability of our communities; and

WHEREAS, The Commonwealth manages more public parkland in Boston than the City itself,
including treasured community spaces and natural areas such as the Charles River
Esplanade, Stony Brook Reservation, and Southwest Corridor Park, as well as significant
undeveloped land that presents opportunities to expand public access to outdoor
recreation; and

WHEREAS, Question 6, which will appear on the November 3, 2026 statewide ballot, would create a
dedicated funding source of up to $100 million annually from existing sales tax revenue
on purchases of items such as camping gear, golf clubs, and fishing equipment to support
land conservation and outdoor recreation projects; and

WHEREAS, A dedicated conservation fund would provide stable, long-term funding to protect forests,
rivers, wildlife habitats, parks, and recreational lands without raising taxes. Reliable
funding is especially important when conservation and climate programs are jeopardized
by tight state budgets and limited federal resources, allowing communities to plan
projects in advance and prioritize climate resilience; and

WHEREAS, Other states, including Virginia, Georgia, and Texas, use sporting goods sales tax revenue
to support conservation and recreation; and

WHEREAS, A yes vote on Question 6 communicates public support for increased investment in
conservation, outdoor recreation, and efforts to adapt to extreme weather and climate
events; and

WHEREAS, If approved, the Nature for All Fund could begin receiving 50 percent of the applicable
tax revenue on July 1, 2027, and 100 percent beginning July 1, 2028. The measure would
also establish a board of state officials and members of the public to allocate funding to
eligible projects; and

WHEREAS, Boston has prioritized building climate resiliency, conserving natural resources, and
expanding access to greenspace and outdoor recreation for Boston residents, particularly

in low-income communities and communities of color; NOW, THEREFORE BE IT

RESOLVED: That the Boston City Council go on record in support of Question 6 and creating a natural
resource conservation fund in the Commonwealth.
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